
Instructions to Authors

The main emphasis of the journal is on
original research. Analytical reviews of
research, brief scientific reports, scholarly
case studies, and commentaries are also
considered for publication. The JPP Web
site (www.jpepsy.oxfordjournals.org)
includes book reviews in addition to
general information on the journal.
Submissions are welcomed from authors
in psychology and other disciplines
serving children and families.

Manuscript preparation: Manuscripts
(text, references, tables, figures, etc.)
should be prepared in detailed accord
with the Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association
(5th ed.). There are two exceptions:
(a) The academic degrees of authors
should be placed on the title page
following their names, and (b) a structured
abstract of �150 words should be
included. The abstract should include
the following parts: Objective (brief
statement of the purpose of the study);
Methods (summary of the participants, (the
design, measures, procedure); Results
primary findings of this work); and
Conclusions (statement of implications of
these data). Key words should be included,
consistent with APA style.
Submissions should be double-spaced
throughout, with margins of at least 1 inch
and font size of 12 points (or 26 lines per
page, 12–15 characters per inch). Authors
should remove all identifying information
from the body of the manuscript so that peer
reviewers will be unable to recognize the
authors and their affiliations. E-mail addresses
should be included in the author note.

Original research articles should not
exceed 25 pages, in total, including title page,
references, figures, tables, etc. In the case
of papers that report on multiple studies
or those with methodologies that necessitate
detailed explanation, the authors should
justify longer manuscript length to the Editor
in the cover letter.

Brief scientific reports should not
exceed 12 pages, including a maximum
of two tables and/or figures. This format
should be considered for papers with
scientific merit, but utilizing small samples or
introducing new methodologies. It is also
appropriate for reports of replication or
application of an existing approach to a
novel sample or problem.

Scholarly reviews should not exceed
30 pages total.

Case reports should not exceed 12 pages.
Case reports are appropriate to document the
efficacy of new treatment applications,
describe new clinical phenomena, to
develop hypotheses, to illustrate
methodological issues, difficult diagnoses,
novel treatment approaches, and to identify
unmet clinical or research needs. Guidelines
for case study submissions can be found in
Drotar, D., LaGreca, A., Lemanek, K., and
Kazak, A. (1995). Case Reports in Pediatric
Psychology: Uses and guidelines for Authors
and Reviewers, Journal of Pediatric
Psychology, 20, 549–565.

Commentaries should not exceed
4 pages, including references.
Commentaries are invited on all topics
of interest in pediatric psychology.

The clinical relevance of research
should be incorporated into the manuscripts.

There is no special section on clinical
implications, but authors should
integrate implications for practice, as
appropriate, into papers.

Authors should indicate in the
Method section of relevant manuscripts
how informed consent was obtained and
report the approval of the study by the
appropriate Institutional Review Board(s).
Authors will also be asked to sign a statement,
provided by the Editor, that they have
complied with the American Psychological
Association Ethical Principles, with regard to
the treatment of their sample.

Terminology should be sensitive to
the individual who has a disease or
disability. The Editors endorse the
concept of ‘‘people first, not their
disability.’’ Terminology should reflect the
‘‘person with a disability’’ (e.g., children
with diabetes, person with HIV infection,
families of children with cancer)
rather than the condition as an adjective
(e.g., diabetic children, HIV patients,
cancer familes). Nonsexist language
should be used.

Please consult the Web site for important
information concerning JPP editorial policy
including authors’ checklist for manuscript
submissions, standards for reporting
randomized trials CONSORT, standards for
nonrandomized trials (TREND), new criteria
and checklist for measure development papers,
reviewers’ checklist, and policy for mentoring
of junior reviewers.

Manuscripts that do not conform to
these guidelines will be returned to the
authors for revision prior to peer review.

Manuscripts must be submitted
electronically online through the journal’s
online submission Web site at
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jpepsy.
Further instructions for preparation
and submission of manuscripts can be
found on the journal’s Web site at
www.jpepsy.oxfordjournals.org. The
surface mailing address for other
correspondence to the editorial office:
Dennis Drotar, PhD, Department of Pediatrics,
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center,
3333 Burnet Avenue, MLC 7039,
Cincinnati, OH 45229-3039

Submission is a representation that
the work has not been published previously
and is not currently under consideration
for publication elsewhere. Authors should
indicate in their cover letter that these
conditions have been met. The relationship
of the submitted manuscript with other
publications or submissions of the author(s),
if any, should be explained. The cover letter
should also include a statement indicating
that the aper has been seen and approved by
pall authors. The full mailing address,
telephone, fax and e-mail address should be
included in the cover letter.

The journal makes no page charges.
Authors will receive a URL (via e-mail)
for free access to their article online.
Reprints may be ordered when page
proofs are sent to authors.

A statement transferring copyright to the
Society of Pediatric Psychology will be
required before the paper can be accepted for
publication. Such a written transfer of
copyright is necessary under the U.S.
Copyright Law in order for the journal to be
disseminated widely and effectively.

Details of all funding sources for the work
in question should be given in a separate
section entitled ‘Funding’. This should
appear before the ‘Acknowledgements’
section. The following rules should be
followed: the full official funding agency
name should be given, i.e. National Institutes
of Health, not NIH; grant numbers should
be given in brackets; multiple grant numbers
should be separated by a comma; agencies
should be separated by a semi-colon; no
extra wording like ‘Funding for this work
was provided by . . .’ should be used; where
individuals need to be specified for certain
sources of funding the following text
should be added after the relevant
agency or grant number ‘to [author initials]’.
An example is given here: National
Institutes of Health (CB5453961 to
C.S., DB645473 to M.H.); Funding Agency
(hfygr667789).

Details of all funding sources for the work
in question should be given in a separate sec-
tion entitled ‘Funding‘. This should appear
before the ‘Acknowledgements’ section. The
following rules should be followed: the full of-
ficial funding agency name should be given,
i.e. ‘National Institutes of Health’, not ‘NIH’;
grant numbers should be given in brackets;
multiple grant numbers should be separated
by a comma; agencies should be separated by
a semi-colon; no extra wording like ‘Funding
for this work was provided by . . .’ should be
used; where individuals need to be specified
for certain sources of funding the following
text should be added after the relevant
agency or grant number ‘to [author initials]’.
An example is given here: ‘National
Institutes of Health (CB5453961 to
C.S., DB645473 to M.H.); Funding Agency
(hfygr667789).’

Permission to reproduce copyright
material, for print and online publication
in perpetuity, must be cleared and if
necessary paid for by the author; this
includes applications and payments to
DACS, ARS, and similar licensing
agencies where appropriate. Evidence in
writing that such permissions have been
secured from the rights-holder must be
made available to the editors. It is also
the author’s responsibility to include
acknowledgements as stipulated by the
particular institutions. Oxford Journals
can offer information and documentation
to assist authors in securing print
and online permissions: please see the
Guidelines for Authors section
(http://www.oxfordjournals.org/access_
purchase/rights_permissions.html).
Information on permissions contacts for
a number of main galleries and museums
can also be provided. Should you
require copies of this, please contact the
editorial office of the journal in question
or the Oxford Journals Rights
department(journals.permissions@
oxfordjournals.org).

NIH Public Access Policy from April
2007 and Author Self-Archiving Policy from
May 2005. For information about the NIH
Public Access Policy (for manuscripts that re-
flect NIH-funded research) See the JPP web-
site (HYPERLINK ‘‘http://www.jpepsy.
oxfordjournals.org’’). For information about
the Author Self-Archiving/Policy. Please visit
this page at http://www.oxfordjournals.org/
access_purchase/self-archiving-policya.html
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